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All the Apostles consented to this proposal of Peter. Then he celebrated a
Mass, in which he gave Communion to the most holy Mary and the
Apostles whereupon they all, including the blessed Mother, prostrated
themselves in prayer calling upon the Holy Ghost. After continuing their
prayers for some time they heard the rumbling of thunder, as on the first
coming down of the Holy Ghost upon the gathering of the faithful; at the
same time the Cenacle was filled with light and splendor, and all were
enlightened by the Holy Spirit. Then the most blessed Mary asked each of
the Apostles to define a mystery, according as the divine Spirit should
inspire them. Thereupon saint Peter began, and was followed by the rest
in the following order:

1. Saint Peter: | believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

2. Saint Andrew: And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

3 and 4. Saint James the Greater: Who was conceived through operation
of the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.

5. Saint John: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried.

6 and 7. Saint Thomas: Descended into hell, arose from the dead on the
third day.

8. Saint James the Less: Ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty.

9. Saint Philip: From thence He shall come to judge the living and the
dead.

10. Saint Bartholomew: | believe in the Holy Ghost.



11. Saint Matthew: In the holy Catholic Church, the Communion of saints.
12. Saint Simon: Forgiveness of sins.

13. Saint Thaddeus: The resurrection of the flesh.

14. Saint Mathias: Life everlasting. Amen.

This symbol, which we ordinarily call the Creed, the Apostles established
after the martyrdom of saint Stephen and before the end of the first year
after the death of the Savior. Afterwards, in order to refute the Arian and
other heresies, the Church, in the councils held on their account,
explained more fully the mysteries contained in the Apostles’ Creed and
composed the one now chanted in the Mass. But in substance both are
one and the same and contain the fourteen articles, which are the basis
for the catechetical teaching of the Christian faith and which we are all
bound to believe in order to be saved. As soon as the Apostles had
finished pronouncing this Creed, the Holy Ghost approved of it by
permitting a voice to be heard in their midst saying: “You have decided
well.” Then the great Queen and Lady of heaven with all the Apostles gave
thanks to the Most High; and She thanked also them for having merited
the assistance of the divine Spirit, so as to be his apt instruments in
promoting the glory of the Lord and the good of the Church. In
confirmation of her faith and as an example to the faithful, the most
prudent Mistress fell at the feet of saint Peter, loudly proclaimed her
belief in the Catholic doctrine as contained in the symbol they had just
now composed and formulated. This She did for Herself and in the name
of all the faithful, saying to saint Peter: “My lord, whom | recognize as the
vicar of my most holy Son, in thy hands, I, a vile wormlet, in my name and
in the name of all the faithful of the Church, confess and proclaim all that
thou hast set down as the divine and infallible truth of the Catholic
church; and init | bless and exalt the Most High, from whom it proceeds.”
She kissed the hands of the vicar of Christ and of the rest of the Apostles.
Thus She was the first one thus openly to profess the Catholic faith after it
had been formulated into articles.



